
Living in the Transforming Power of the Gospel-6/7/15 
 
Cello and the William Tell Overture - playing concert and I faked it. 

Some things you can fake from afar 
Happy  Like someone  enjoying the food you eat 
Pretend your marriage is fine,           Your sinful habits are under control 

  One thing you cannot fake- True Christianity, the Gospel 
 
The true Gospel awakens any spiritual dysfunction or fake living of Christianity  

                                                                              to the true beauty and treasure of God. 
Any type of Christianity that does not have as its primary goal the growth of a passion for God  

is a false Christianity no matter how good you look on the outside. 
 

Pray     -   awaken our slumbering hearts May you be the greatest treasure in the whole world 
 
The Gospel is at the heart of what our church is all about both in 

what we believe (deep life giving theology) and  
how we live out that belief (Christ-like behavior). 

    True thinking through the Bible, true theology  
instructs our lives and compels the heart to worship. 

 
First importance- “Christ died for our sins” 

Jesus did not come to make a few slight alterations to our lifestyle.. 
          Or rearrange the chairs 

From that we are to love God by our total being in total devotion: 
 He calls us to die to self and live for the Kingdom of God. 

    Walking, serving, acting, with all our resources in total allegiance to Christ. 
All of these chairs we must be lived by the means of Christ, and for the fame of Christ. 
We are to have a Christ and Cross focused life.  
                                                     He is our treasure   Ps 43:4  God my joy and delight 

 
What is the gospel? 

The word comes from euangelion where we get our word: 
Evangel,  evangelism, evangelicalism   

the words “good news”, the good news according to Matthew 
      not good advice, or good rules, good way to live 
  
What is the Gospel message?   It is twofold. 
 
First  
The Gospel of the Cross  (the specific package) narrow 

It is the message of the cross.  A message that sinners can be forgiven.   
“Christ died for our sins” 
The message of God’s saving work through Christ in which  

God reconciled us to himself by the substitutionary death of Christ.   
There is a call to repent and believe.   
The Gospel is not what we are to do for God, but what He has done for us. 
     God accepts us based upon the work of Christ. 
It answers the question: What must I do to be saved?    Acts 16:30 

  Acts 4:12; 10:36-43  Romans 1:1-7, 16-17; 3:21-25    I Cor.   15:1-5    
  



The gospel message is this. 
There is one God, he made us in his image, he made us good, but we sinned and are 
fallen. God would be just to judge us eternally, but in his amazing love, the eternal son of 
God, Jesus, took on flesh, fully God, fully man, lived perfectly and died on the cross in the 
place of everyone who will repent of their sins believe, trust and commit to him and he 
rose from the dead to give us new life. 

 
But the gospel is not only the way we become a Christian,  

it is the power that enables us to live, to impact and see God’s Kingdom grow. 
 
The gospel is not just a ticket to heaven and escape hell, 

 but how we are to relate to God, ourselves, others and the world around us. 
 Truth is both to be lived in faith and in practice 
 
What is the gospel?  Secondly  
The Gospel of the Kingdom (the whole package) broad 
We are to reawake to this aspect of the gospel, like seeing a picture of a mango and thinking 
you know what it tastes like compared to eating one in the Philippines, we need to taste this. 
 
The goal of the first aspect of the Gospel is salvation,  
     here the bigger picture is to: 

make a people consumed with a passion for and treasure God above all,  
and a love for others. 

 and the continuation and advancement God’s plan of redemptive history. 
 
Or stated another way 

 
The Gospel proclaims a status of spiritual life on the people of God (salvation), and 
it also generates a condition of change to all areas of our heart 

 (submission, sanctification and transformation) 
and recognizes a reality of God’s sovereign rule of his present and coming Kingdom 

 (Kingdom of God) 
 
This is the gospel that is within you and also at large transforming our community.   
The specific package (the cross) opens into the whole package.  

The broad blessings of the gospel are attained by the means of the cross.   
 

It answers the question: What is the whole good news of Christianity?   Luke 4:18 
Matt 4:23 Mark 1:14-15  Acts 13:32-33    Romans 5:1; 8:29, 32; 14:17 

   
  The gospel message of the Kingdom of God is this: 

It is the good news of God’s sovereign reign and powerful involvement in the world and 
history. He is remaking and renewing the whole world through Christ so that His sons 
and daughters, empowered by the Holy Spirit, live in the blessing of His promises to 
fulfill His imperishable kingdom established at Christ’s return.  

 
Here is where we apply the gospel to all areas of our lives in which we know appreciate and by 
the power of the Spirit we are able to live in the good of the gospel daily.  
 
These are a few of the implications and effects of the Gospel  

when we adopt the values of the Kingdom of God. 



Only the Gospel has the transforming power to change us in these areas: 
 
Our identity and security in Christ 
When we are in Christ he looks at you and sees the righteousness of Christ.  
God’s favor on you is the righteousness of Christ and doing more bible studies, memorizing 
Rom 8 does not bring more favor. 
Our acceptance is not based upon our performance but upon Christ’s performance. 
Thus I am always accepted by God  
Our completeness, contentment, acceptance and approval is to be found in the Gospel. 
 
Social justice  
The Gospel of Luke is filled with many accounts of Jesus engaged in social justice actions at 
every turn. He loves the outcast, the rejected, the shunned, and the sinner.  He feeds the 
hungry and defends the oppressed. He stands up for women’s rights, and calls on the rich and 
powerful to give their money to the poor and take of the needs of the helpless.   
Jesus met both physical and spiritual needs and the Good News of the gospel addresses all of 
humanity’s needs. 
 
Racial reconciliation           
The reason why we have racial division and racial hostility between all sorts of people not an 
issue of color.  It is an issue of sin issue. We have racism because of sin, and the solution is the 
cross of Jesus Christ.  In Ephesians 2 we see that Jesus died to destroy the dividing wall 
between Jews and Gentiles.  Boston, Freguson and all towns need to know that true peace is 
brought by no another by means except the Cross of Jesus Christ. 
 
Breaking sinful habits      
1 Corinthians 6:19-20  You are not your own;  you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

 
    Christian unity      Ethical behavior      Fruit of the spirit  
 
 
When we are changed by the gospel this change must be evident in our lives. 
This second aspect of the gospel is putting the gospel on display.   

Marriage ceremony contrasted to now the living of the marriage every day. 
 
Here are the two big questions for our church: 
Does our local community see the glory of the gospel on display? 
Would our community notice is we closed down our church? 
 
Salvation is the positional aspect of the gospel,  
      where the whole good news of Christianity is the functional aspect of the gospel. 
 
We live out a gospel centered life by applying and displaying the truth of the full message of the 
cross to all areas of our lives. 
 

Dad can I be a Kargus, dad can I live like a Kargus 
 
Train ride to Grand Rapids Faking it may kill you  
 
We look at the message of the cross as the power to change us, a reminder of and reason to 
worship.  Lord help us to live in the good of the gospel each day. 


